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Lukewarm 


BY JOHN R. RICE, DD. 


(Continued from last week) 


Modern Christians Unconcerned 
About Bible 


The lukewarmness of church 
members toward the Word of God 


and yet do not believe certain parts 
of the Bible, do not count them 
infallibly correct. So many believe 
in inspiration but not in verbal in- 
Spiration. Many think that the 
Genesis account of creation is only 
allegorical and figurative, that no 
fish really swallowed Jonah, or 
they do not believe that Jesus lit- 
erally came out of the grave. I 
had a long letter the other day 
from a Presbyterian pastor, insist- 
ing that Jesus could not have had 
a physical body after His resur- 
rection. Christian Scientists say 
they believe the Bible, then deny 
even the fact of sin. Bobbed-haired, 
rebellious wives say that Paul was 
just an old bachelor who had it in 
for the women when they read 
the divine commands about obedi- 
ent wives and long hair and women 
keeping silence in the church, not 
usurping authority to teach or 
preach to men. And more than 
once church members have told me 
that they would not follow the 
plain commands in Proverbs about 


‘whipping children to make them 


obey because Solomon married so 
many wives and had so many chil- 
dren he did not know. Most of us 
say that we believe the Bible but 
our profession is insincere. We be- 
lieve the Bible but not that it is 
scientifically accurate. We believe 
the Bible but not that it is his- 
torically correct. We believe the 
Bible but not that its prophecies 
about the literal reign of Christ, 
the conversion of the Jews, the 
restoration of David’s throne, etc., 
will take place. We believe the Bi- 
ble, we say, but we do not believe 
miracles are possible. We do not 
believe God’s promises about an- 
swered prayer. We are an insin- 
cere bunch of hypocrites, really in- 
different to the Word of God! We 


Dallas Announcements 


Praise God for a country with mo 
concentration camps, no dictators, 
no government persecution of Jews 
and Christians. We have a fourth 
of July to be proud of yet. 


Now let us serve God with new 
zeal. Pastor John R. Rice speaks 
at all services Sunday, on radio 
WRR at 7:30 a.m., at Sunset and 
Tyler at 9:30 (Adult S. S. Class), 
and 10:45, and in the open air at 
201 East Tenth Street at 7:45 p.m. 

The Lord’s Supper will be ob- 
served at the Sunday Morning 
service. ‘“‘Let every one examine 
himself and so let him eat.’’ Come 
praying for a blessing. 

The best meeting of the Build- 
ing Committee we have ever had 
was last Monday night. 
plans were made to begin work 
soon. Details about the construc- 
tion were decided. Remaining walls 
will be torn down and the walls 
rebuilt entirely, a much nicer 
building than before, God willing. 
A number of money-saving de- 
cisions were made, and with re- 
markable economy we will build a 
splendid S. S. building soon, part 
of which will be used at first as 
an auditorium for the present. 
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Sacrifice and Prayer 


do not take it seriously. We be- 
lieve it nominally but not with all 
our hearts. We are not infidels, 
oh, no. We believe the Bible in 
general but not in particular. We 
are partly for it and partly against 
it. We are not cold toward it but 
neither are we red hot. We are 
only lukewarm and that nauseates 
God. 

How the Lord Jesus leaned upon 
the Word of God! His constant 
passion was to live every moment 
“that the scripture might be ful- 
filled.”” He did not forget it in 
the garden, and it was repeatedly 
mentioned concerning the cruci- 
fixion. Christ died “according to 
the scriptures’’ and rose again the 
third day “according to the scrip- 
tures” (I Cor. 15:3, 4). With the 
Word of God Jesus defeated Satan 
at His temptation and declared 
later that not one jot or one tittle 
should ever pass until all be ful- 
filled, 


But Christians today are luke- 
warm in following the Bible. We 
follow creeds easily. We follow 
preachers and leaders. But where 
is the man who whole-heartedly 
searches the Bible, not to. find 
argument for his own position but 
rather to*see what says the Word 
of God? 


The fact is that Christians are 
not interested in the Bible. The 
average Christian has never even 
read the Bible through. All over 
the nation I have put it to a test 
and in the average group of Chris- 
tians not a third profess they have 
even read through the Word of 
God! Only a few Christians know 
how many books are in the Bible 
and very, very few can name them. 
In dozens of cases I have asked 
people to name their own favorite 
book in the Bible, and then whether 
it were John or Psalms or Romans 
or Matthew, they could not tell 
how many chapters in the book 
they love the best. And repeatedly 
devout Christians have held their 
hands to signify that they were 
familiar with the book of “Heze- 
kiah” or the book of “Samson.” 
The average Christian does not 
know they are not in the Bible. 


Christians do not know their Bi- 
bles even moderately well. If the 
ist, 23rd and the 103rd Psalm, and 
the 14th chapter of John and the 
8th and 12th chapters of Romans 
were taken out of the Bible, and a 
half dozen others, then two-thirds 
of all the Scriptures that the aver- 
age Christian can quote would be 
gone. Christians know more about 
Joe Louis than they do about 
Samson. They know more about 
Lindbergh than Jonah, more about 
Jeff and Mutt than they do about 
Paul and Barnabas. Christians 
simply do not know what the Bi- 
ble says about baptism or divorce 
or about Hell, and so may be led 
astray by every wind of doctrine. 
Very few Christians, if marooned 
on a desert island with a sinner, 
could show that sinner how to be 
saved. Modern Christians do not 

now the Bible that they claim 
‘they love. Some read it, a chapter 
a day, read it with yawns and 
then have to place a book mark 
at the place they stop so they can 
remember where to begin the next 
day because they do not remem- 
ber what they read. 


“Oh, I read it, but I cannot re- 
member it,” says many a Chris- 
tian about the Bible. Yet they re- 
member street addresses, telephone 
numbers, and names of friends, 
they remember what 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


BY REV. HYMAN APPELMAN, 
Texas Baptist Evangelist 


These two verses tell more about 
the heart and life of Paul, the 
Apostle, than any other statement 
anywhere in the Bible, even his 
sermons about his own conver- 
sion. He says, “For the love of 


Christ’ constraineth us;  be- 
cause we thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then were all 


dead: and that he died for all, 
that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them, 
and rose again.” 


Originally Paul wrote this state- 
ment as an apology. The people 
of his day and time were just 
like other people. Paul was so en- 
thusiastic about his religion that 
they said he was crazy. He wrote, 
“You don’t understand; the reason 
I am like I am is the love of Christ 
constraineth me.” I have gone up 
and down, preaching in good 
churches, in cold churches, even 
where there was no church, and 
I find this is as true today as it 
was back yonder. If a man lives 
up to the love of Christ, that per- 
son will be called crazy, and we 
Christians first will call him crazy. 
It is all right to go wild over a big 
league series; it is all right for you 
to screech and scream and whoop 
over a football game; but let some- 
‘body say “Amen” in a congrega- 
tion to something the preacher 
says out of his burning heart, and 
we want to see what is the matter. 
The average preacher would al- 
most fall dead from apoplexy if 
anyone were to say “Amen.” Yet, 
I tell you--not so much as a 
preacher and Christian, but as a 
Jew and a man of the world— 
there is just one thing worth zget- 
ting enthusiastic over, and that is 
the religion of our blessed Saviour. 
When these baseball leagues and 
football games and everything else 
will have disappeared into the 
limbo of forgotten things, the re- 
ligion of our Saviour will have 
just begun to triumph. 

One institution is permanent. 
You say, “Marriage?” No, there is 
no marriage in heaven. You say, 
“Government ?” Far be the thought 
from you. There is just one insti- 
tution that will outlive eternity, 
and that is the church of the liv- 
ing God. 

I think it is because I am a Jew, 
I don’t know, but I always have 
been a poor loser. I don’t like to 
lose. I am used to driving en- 
thusiasm and fire. I detest luke- 
warmness, this namby- pamby, 


kind of religion. Jesus said, “If 
you are neither hot or cold I am 
going to spit you out of my 
mouth.” That gives me a pretty 
good example to follow in what I 
am saying. Maybe it is the Jew 
in me, but I want to be on the 
winning side. I want my team to 
win, my army to win, my city to 
win, my school to win. Thank God, 
I am tied up with something that 
is just as sure to win as that God 
is on the throne — that is the 
church. It is going to win. Not all 
churches will score. Some of them 
Jesus is going to spit out of His 
mouth, but the church as a whole 
is going to come out triumphant. 
The church is going to reign for- 
ever with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I advise you with a 


burning heart 
and yearning soul that you tie 


wishy-washy, blow hot, blow cold | us,” 


Fer Christ’s 


"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead: 


"And that He died for all, that they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, 
and rose again’ — Second Corinthians 5:14, 15. 


yourselves up and stay tied to the 
church! To the church! It is the 
hope.of the world! It is the only 
institution under God’s shining 
heaven that God will use to change 
the world. Everything else will go 
by the board. 


Paul realized it, and he threw 
himself with all of his heart, mind, 
and soul into the work of serving 
the Lord and the church. Paul 
was a church man. Paul was a 
funny sort of person. He couldn’t 
get along with all of those preach- 
ers back yonder. He and Peter 
fussed like a stray cat with a 
strange dog, but that didn’t drive 
Paul out of the church. The church 
was Christ’s; the argument was 
Peter’s and his. The church-mem- 
bers lied and committed adultery 
and cheated and stole and violated 
every principle of Christianity, but 
if you think that Paul went out 
and organized a new denomination 
you are all wrong. He stayed right 
in there and “pitched ball.” He 
stayed right in there and served 
Christ. He surely did get a “rub- 
bing-in’’ from the church people of 
his day and time, but he stayed 
true. Compare the acts and prac- 
tices of Paul with the religion and 
practices of the average Christian 
of this day and time and you will 
understand why it is we do not 
have very many Pauls. 

In every line of business, intensi- 
ty is one rule of success, whether 
it is teaching school or preaching 
the gospel. If you don’t believe 
me, ask the man who erects build- 
ings. In running a store, in build- 
ing automobiles, in carrying on 
government, intensity, enthusiasm, 
singlemindedness, consecration, de- 
votion, dedication to the one pur- 
pose is one of the mightiest rules 
of success. You know a plodder 
will get farther and stay there 
longer than a genius, because a 
plodder realizes his shortcomings 
and knows he has to put himself 
into the work, where a genius is 
erratic and works by spurts. 

The same thing that drove Paul, 
the Apostle, to serve Christ, ought 
to drive us. The same thing that 
made Paul, the Apostle, surrender 
himself and all that he was and 
had to the service of the blessed 
Son of God, ought to lead us to 
make that same sacrificial sur- 
render. 

In these verses of Scripture, 
Paul tells us what there was that 
drove him to that abandonment in 
the work of the Lord. He tells us 
three things: 

1. First, ““‘We were all dead.” 

2. Second, “Christ died for all of 


3. Third, “The love of Christ con- 
straineth us.”’ 

Now, whether you admit it or 
not, whether you know it or not, 
whether you believe it or not, 
makes not a particle of difference, 
the Bible teaches that every un- 
saved soul in the world is spirit- 
ually dead in trespasses and in 
sins. There is only one thing that | 


keeps that soul from the burning | 


torments of an eternal hell, and that | 
is the grace, the mercy, the com- | 
passion of God. There isn’t any-| 
thing the sinner has, there is noth- | 


ing the sinner can do, there isn’t | 


anything that the sinner can offer 
or give to God that will cause God 
to remit the sentence of death that 
has been passed against tte sin- 
ner in the councils of eternity. 


Sake 


makes not a particle of difference. 
Whether you believe it or not or 
like it or not, it makes no differ- 
ence at all. God is the moral Gov- 
ernor of the universe, and He has 
the absolute, unchangeable, and un- 
mistakable right to pass any kind of 
laws that He wants to. He can affix 
any kind of sanction or punishment 
to those laws that seem good unto 
His wisdom, unto His majesty, un- 
to His glory. God has said from 
the beginning of time that “the 
soul that sinneth it shall die,” that 
“the wages of sin is death,” that 
“whosoever was not found written 
in the Book of Life was cast into 
the lake of fire.” Sinners, Jew and 
Gentile, of every kind and descrip- 
tion, male and female, young and 
old, were face to face with the ter- 
rible fact that they had trans- 
gressed the law of God and that 
the curse, the wages, the wrath of 
sin were hanging vuver their heads 
like the sword of Damocles. Sin- 
ners had to come face to face and 
have to come face to face with the 
fact that in their own wisdom, in 
their own power, in their own 
strength, in their own ability, in 
their own merit, in their own right- 
eousness, in their own efforts, in 
their own works, in their own sac- 
rifices, there wasn’t anything that 
they could do for themselves, or 
combinedly do for each other, to 
rescue, to redeem a single one of 
them from the burning, 
condemnation that God has 
brought to bear upon those whose 
lives were lived contrary to His 
will. 

Now, that is the teaching of 
God’s Word. I have no right to 
change it. I have no right to mini- 
mize it. I have no right to preach 
anything else. I have no right to 
offer you any kind of loophole. I 
have no right to say anything ex- 
cept to point the finger in your 
face and say, “Thou art the man.” 
Outside of Christ you are a lost, 
hopeless, eternally helpless sinner. 


But Paul does not stop there. 
“While we were yet in sin, Christ 
died for us.” Christ died for us! 
His own self, in His own body, He 
bore our sins on the cross. “Him 
who knew no sin, God hath made 
to be sin for us, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” “He has redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us.” 

It would take too much time to 
go into the arguments, the sug- 
gestions, the explanations of the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Don’t Miss Converted 
Jew’s Sermon 


In this issue is a remarkable ser- 
mon by Rev. Hyman Appelman, a 
Jew saved by the blood and set on 
fire by the Holy Spirit. He is a 
staff evangelist of the Texas Bap- 
tist Convention, has been used of 
God mightily in great revivals. 
The sermon will bless and stir 
many. hearts. Please see that 
many read it. If you want other 
sermons by the same author, get 
his book of sermons, “Ye Must Be 
Born Again,” of which this is one. 
The other nine are likewise great. 


Brother Appelman may he ad- 
dressed at Seminary Hill, Texas. 
) Tell him if you love Christ better 
after reading the sermon. Pray for 
'him. He is a chosen vessel to win 
many thousands. 

We are grateful to Brother Ap- 
pelman for kind permission to 
print the sermon, and grateful to 
Zondervan Publishing House, 815 
Franklin Street, Grand Rapids, 


Whether you agree with it or not | Michigan, who publish the book. 


certain 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


_ idea of subtitutionary sacrifice. All 
' I want to say to you is that by 


_ God’s Word we are taught that 
_ God has been willing and is willing 


and will continue to be willing to 
' accept the sacrifice of Christ on 
behalf of the believing sinner. That 
is something to shout about. That 
is something to sing about. That is 
something to preach about! I can’t 
_ understand a dry-eyed preacher. I 
can’t understand a preacher who 


| BA ‘can stand up and preach in a mon- 


otone, a man who believes in this 
gospel, who can stand before dying 


= sinners and not scream at the top 


7 of his voice that on Calvary’s cross 

' Jesus was substituted in the pain 
and penalty of sin, in the curse and 
condemnation of God’s law, for all 
sinners. God tells us that. He 
points to the cross and tells us 
that. While we were yet enemies, 
Jesus came down from heaven, 
took upon Himself all that was 
coming our way, spilled His blood, 
died the death of a cur dog in or- 
der that we might have a way of 
escape, as dead in trespasses and 
in sins we hung over hell by the 
brittle uncertainty of our lives 
that any minute might be snapped 
in twain. When you recognize your 
own condition before you came to 
Christ, your helplessness, hope- 
' lessness, powerlessness, when you 
_ fYealize the brink on which you 
_ were standing, the fires of hell 
- licking up to receive your soul, the 
~ endlessness of the fearful eternity 
- that you were facing as a stranger 
to God and an alien to the com- 
monwealth of Israel, the bottom- 
less pit and the awful hell from 
which Christ rescued you on the 
cross, you-will cry with Paul, “The 
love of Christ constraineth us.” 


That is what I am concerned 
about mostly tonight. What does 
the love of Christ constrain us to 
do? Well, I can’t say exactly. I 
don’t know all of you; I don’t 
know your homes, your hearts, 
what impressions God may be 
making on your lives. I know the 
things the love of Christ constrains 
me to do. For example, there isn’t 
anything wrong with a man lov- 
ing his father. The Bible teaches 
we are to honor him. There is 
nothing wrong with a man loving 
¥ *s mother. The Bible teaches we 

A to honor our fathers and moth- 

s. There isn’t anything wrong 
with a man loving his brothers, his 
sisters, his kith and kin. But the 
love of Christ constraineth this 
poor preacher to turn his back on 
his father, mother, brothers, and 
sisters, and blood kin of every kind 
and description, to serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The love of Christ 
constraineth me to do that. There 
is nothing wrong with a man lov- 
ing his wife. We are supposed to 
do that, especially if we are Chris- 
tians. Certainly, how can a man 
call himself a Christian and not 
love with every thought of his 
;heart and mind and soul the wife 
God has given him! There’s noth- 
ing wrong with a man loving his 
children. Thank God, I can say 
children! I have two of them. God 
wants us to love them. But the 
love of Christ constraineth me to 
turn my back on my wife, on my 
boy, on my girl, and go out for 
lonely weeks to serve the Lord. 
If you think it is easy to go 
through a heart-breaking service 
and then go up to the hotel and 
be all alone and weep half of the 
“night, you don’t know very much. 
But the love of Christ constraineth 
me to do that. 


What does the love of Christ 
constrain you to do? I don’t know 
in detail, but some things there are 
for every one of us to do. 

First, we are constrained to give 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 


up our sins, to turn our backs on 
our transgressions. Just as when 
a@ man marries he is supposed to 
give up the thought of every. other 
woman in the world and cleave 
to the one alone, even so if we love 
Christ, if we accept Him as Sav- 
iour, if we are grateful for what 
He has done on the cross, we are 
to forsake all others and cleave to 
Him. The bitterest tragedy about 
sin in the heart of a Christian, the 
bitterest tragedy about sin in the 
heart of the sinner, is not that 
the sinner will go to hell. No, the 
hardest thing about sin in any of 
our hearts and lives is that our sins 
crucify Christ afresh. They break 
His heart, disgrace His name, dis- 
honor His cause until heaven be- 
comes a hell for the Son of God as 
once more He trudges under the 
heavy cross of our transgressions 
back to the Calvary to which we 
send Him by day and by night. 
Oh, I tell you if you had a spark 
of gratitude in your souls for 
what Christ has done for you on 
the cross, you would fight sin with 
every ounce of strength and power 
you ve in your souls. If you 
catch a vision of Christ on the 
cross you will give up every ques- 
tionable thing, though it be as 
small as the breadth of a finger- 
nail, rather than to have any kind 
of action or thought or practice in 
your life that might bring the 
slightest blush to the cheek of 
“Him who loved us and gave Him- 
self for us.” 


Why are most of our churches 
half empty? Why are the mem- 
bers of the church not backing up 
the program of the kingdom? They 
are in sin. They love the devil. 
They love the world and the flesh. 
They hate Christ in spite of the 
fact that they may have seemingly 
accepted Him. They may have 
walked into the baptismal waters; 
they have their names on the 
church roll, but it was a travesty, 
a mockery. 


It was Biederwolf who made this 
statement: “‘When we get to heav- 
en there will be three surprises. 
First, the people who will not be 
there; second, the people who will 
be there; and third, that we will be 
there ourselves.”” What a terrible 
day the judgment day will be when 
we stand before God and some 
of these rootin’, tootin’, shootin’ 
church-members find out they have 
never been washed in the blood, 
that their lives were contrary to 
everything God wanted. They play 
around with the preacher, play 
around with the church, play 
around with religion, play around 
with responsibility, but there will 
not be any playing at the judg- 
ment bar of God. Search your 
hearts, search your lives, search 
your souls, search your experi- 
ences. Does your life bear out the 
testimony of your lips that you are 
a child of God? It is not enough 
to walk down the aisle and give 
your hand to the preacher; not 
enough to say. your name is on the 
church-roll; not enough that you 
give money. Jesus said, “Not ev- 
eryone that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of My Father which is in 
heaven.”’ Scolding, criticism, brok- 
en-hearted appeals will not do a 
bit of good. If a Christian can 
face Christ on the cross, if a Chris- 
tian can remember the torment of 
God, if a Christian can see the 
blood-stained cross and not be 
moved to give up any and every 
sin, there isn’t anything the preach- 
er can do to draw that Christian to 
God. Sin will make you forsake 
God because sin is an enemy of 
Christ. Sin crucifies Him now. 


Second, we shall be constrained 
to confess Christ; to confess Him 
upon any and every chance; to 
look for opportunities to confess 
Him with our lives; to confess Him 
with our tongues, with our church 
loyalty; to confess Him in every 
possible way. It is a privilege to 
stand before the world and tell the 
world in no uncertain terms that 
Christ is ours and that we are 
Christ’s. 

I had been in this country about 
two years, maybe a little longer 
—the war was on in Europe—when 
the newspapers in Chicago came 
out with the awful statement that 
the young daughter of a local mil- 
lionaire could not walk, was par- 
alyzed. They sent her to the great- 
est surgeons and hospitals and san- 
itariums in America. It was of no 
use. One section of the paper in 


Chicago came out picturing the girl 
in a wheel-chair, saying that the 
chances were she never would 
walk. Just about that time there 
arose into prominence that great 
Austrian physician, Dr. Lorenz. 
The girl’s father paid him twenty 
thousand dollars as a fee and 
brought him to America. He took 
her to Vienna, operated on her, 
brought her back in six months, 
and the girl waiks with just a lit- 
tle drag. You have to know it 
before you can notice it. 

In those days, in Chicago, back 
of the stockyards, there used to be 
a section—poor, impossibly poor, 
beyond description poor. We called 
it the Shanty Irish section. It was 
just dirt poor, poorer than poor. 
In the poorest home of that poor 
section, there lived a widow and 
her fourteen-year-old boy, Michael. 
He, too, had paralysis—got it in 
an accident. He had been confined 
to his bed. They were so poor they 
couldn’t buy a wheel-chair. The 
mother would carry him to the 
table or outside for airing. One 
day the mother came from her 
work and found Michael sitting up 
in bed, crying, a newspaper spread 
on his knees. “What is the mat- 
ter, Michael?’’ She looked at the 
paper. The war in Europe, strikes, 
divorce, automobile accidents — 
nothing unusual appeared on the 
page. “What are you _ crying 
about?” He pointed down. She 
looked and there was an article de- 
scribing the marvelous cure of the 
rich man’s daughter. 


“Son, that is something to praise 
the saints over.” 

“Mamma, wouldn’t it be wonder- 
ful if that doctor would operate 
on me and make me walk?” 

The heart of that poor mother 
rose in her throat. “They paid him 
twenty thousand dollars, and we 
don’t have twenty thousand pen- 
nies,”’ she said. 

He looked up and said, “Mam- 
ma, can’t a guy even wish?” She 
could stand no more. Running out 
the door, she leaned up against 
the wall of the house and wept. 
God gave her an idea. She went 
down town to Michigan Boulevard, 
walked into the Blackstone Hotel, 
and asked for the doctor’s suite. 
She threw herself on her knees 
before that doctor. He could hardly 
talk English but between he and 
his secretary they learned what 
she wanted. He quieted her down 
and asked her some questions. 

He said, “Madam, do you have 
any money?” 

She threw herself down again 
and did everything but kiss his 
shoes, and kept on pleading and 
begging. ‘“‘Not for me,” said Dr. 
Lorenz; “I don’t want any money. 
It is to go to the hospital for the 
X-ray, the laboratory, for band- 
ages, for the nurses. Not for me.” 
She kept on crying. He turned to 
his secretary and said something. 
The secretary got his hat and coat, 
took the woman, and went to 
Michael’s house. He examined the 
boy, probed him, made him scream 
with pain once or twice, called an 
ambulance, and took the boy to the 
West Side free hospital. 


Dr. Lorenz stayed over here for 
eleven weeks, worked on that boy, 
and he walked. One day the boy 
was sitting in his wheel-chair when 
his mother came to visit him. They 
greeted each other. After they had 
talked awhile, the boy said, “Mam- 
ma, go to the third window and 
look out.” 

“Why _ 

“Never mind; you go and don’t 
turn around.” 

“All right.’ 

“Don’t turn around.” 


In less time than it takes for 
me to tell you of it, she felt a touch 
on her sleeve. She looked up and 
found Michael had walked across 
the room. Some of the visitors had 
to come running and push the 
woman outside because from a law- 
abiding Catholic she had turned 
into a shouting Methodist. She 
hugged and kissed and lifted up 
that boy and. pulled him to her. 
God had given her her boy almost 
from the dead. He could walk. 


The days went on. One after- 
noon Dr. Lorenz came walking in- 
to that boy’s ward. “Son, I am 
leaving. I am going back to 
Vienna to my wife, my children, 
my work, my hospital, my people.” 
He said, “You are going to be a 
good boy. You will be all right 
now, and the doctors will take care 
of you. In a few days you will go 
home.” 

Before he knew what the boy 
was going to do he got hold of 
the doctor’s hand in his two hands 


and pressed a passionate kiss on 
the back of it. 


doctor, as embarrassed as any man 
would be. 

The boy, the great heavy tears 
coursing down his cheeks, said, 
“Doctor, as long as there is a 
tongue wagging in this head, there 
ain’t nobody ever going to hear 
the last of what you have done 
for me.” 

I can’t understand why a Chris- 
tian, why a Christian who claims 
to love the Lord, never says, never 
does anything about it. It is just 
an anomaly that is beyond any 
ability of this Jew to comprehend. 
I can’t understand how anybody 


“You musn’t do that,” said the 
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can be quiet about the religion of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I can’t un- 
derstand why anybody with all 
the wonderful opportunities we 
have of showing our gratitude 
to Jesus, can hold back your 
church-membership, can keep from 
moving your church letters, from 
witnessing to the saving power and 
grace of the Son of God. 

Third, we shall be driven not 
only to give up sin, not only to con- 
fess Christ, but to win others. The 
greatest thrill I get gs of life is 
seeing people saved. J am just as 
selfish as a swill-drinking hog out 
there keeping his brother hogs 


away from the trough—I am just 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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Smith's Bible Dictionary 
TEACHERS EDITION 


A wonderful aid for Bible students, 
teachers, and Christian workers. 
teen colored maps, 
About antiquities, biography, geogra- 
phy, natural history and literature of 
the Bible; 
mony of the gospels, etc. 
in this Bible Dictionary, 
cloth bound; a real bargain. 
book full of Bible information, alpha- 
betically arranged, needed in every 
Christian home, 


teacher, every 
preacher. Price, postpaid... $1050 


CRUDEN’S 


Complete Concordance 


A concordance is indispensable in the 
study of the Word of God. No one can 
remember every verse in the Bible, but with 
a good concordance, one can find any verse 
in the Bible in a moment’s time if he knows 
just one word in the verse. Every word in 
the Bible listed in alphabetical order with 
Scripture proper names listed 
under same alphabetical 
Clear, black face type — 783 
Price 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 


Six- 


440 illustrations. 


chronological tables, har- 


818 pages 
beautifully 
A big 


by every Sunday 


arrangement. 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


leather 


blue. 


order at once. 
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PRICES REDUCED 


ON TWO BEAUTIFUL 


Scofield Reference Bibles 


NO. 133X SCOFIELD BIBLE, sells all 
over America for $7.00; real Morocco 


cover, India paper, has _ con- 


cordance, index of proper names, subject- 
index, new maps, indexed atlas of the 
whole Bible and all the Scofield helps, 
page after page. This is the handy size, 
convenient to carry, 
edges. We have too many on hand and 
sell at sacrificial price, saving you $1.00. 


We pay the postage. Special 
og | Ae RE. Bee Ree. $6.00 


: Do not confuse the above with imita- 
tion Morocco cover or with thick Bible 
paper. A real bargain. 


red under gold 


NO. 169X SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE. This is covered 
with the finest Morocco leather, pebble grain, either brown or 
Besides, it is leather lined. It is new, half-circuit type, 
with slightly overlapping covers. This also is the handy size. 
It sells all over America for $13.00. Oxford India paper. Has all 
Scofield helps. Index, concordance, dictionary of proper names, 
subject-index, maps, etc., silk ribbon markers. These Bibles are 
idng lasting, will be a real pride and joy. We have several on 
hand and need the money. We have sold them reg- 
ularly for $13.00, but now offer them postpaid, for 


Notice that each of the above is the handy size Scofield, 7 x 
4% x 1% inches, a little smaller than the large size, more con- 
venient for carrying in pocket or handbag, preferred by many. 


Each of the above has all the helps, besides the Scofield notes. 
At these prices we think they will not last long so urge you to 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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FOR CHRIST’S SAKE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 
as selfish as anybody you ever saw. 
There isn’t anything to me. I am 
just a sinner, common, unworthy, 
and feeble as any sinner could pos- 
sibly be. And yet, beloved, there 
isn’t anything God can do for me 
that will start the joy-bells ringing 
in my soul more than His sending 
the people down the aisles to con- 
fess the Lord Jesus Christ. Iam a 
miserable, ul nobody. How 
much more he heart of Jesus 
thrilled when we bring souls to ac- 


cept Him as Saviour! 

You say you love Christ? Prove 
it. You can’t invite Him to your 
home and give Him a chicken din- 
ner. You can’t send Him a present. 
You can’t give Him a birthday 
party, because He won’t come to 
it. What can you do for Jesus? 
Can you buy Him a gift for 
Christmas, or send Him a box of 
cigars? I shall guarantee He hasn’t 
much use for cigars. But how can 


you prove your love to Christ? You 


fifteen chapters, as follows: 
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will accept Him.” 


140 pages. 
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Let’s Go Fishing 


WITH THE DOCTOR 


BY WALTER LEWIS WILSON, M.D. 


This famous doctor-preacher and soul-winner offers a de- 
lightful book on soul winning, or fishing for men. There are 


1. The Lord of the Harvest Equips and Leads. 
2. We Open the Conversation. 

3. How to Diagnose the Case. 

4. We Answer Religious Questions. 

5. We Answer Other Questions. 

6. How to Deal With the Self-Righteous. 

7. We Must Hold to the Point. 

8. Listening Is Learning. 

9. Use the Scriptures Effectively. 

. Use Suitable Illustrations that Apply to the Case. 
11. Learn When to Be Still. 

12. Difficult Cases to Handle. 

13. We Locate the Passage Quickly. 

14. Obstacles’to be Overcome. 

15. A Few Practical Experiences. 


Dr. Wilson said, “The purpose of this book is to present to 
you some practical ways of fishing for souls and of 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ, that others will want 


resent- 
im and 


Paper bound — OMLV..................-.cccccssccsscesens 35¢c 


— Order from — 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 


DALLAS, TEXAS 
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go out and bring some man, some 
woman, some child you have 
prayed over and sacrificed for and 
wept over, bring that child, that 
man, that woman to the feet of the 
Son of God, and all heaven will 
resound with the joy of the shout- 
ing and.the singing of the blessed 
Son of God as He welcomes the 
writing of a new name in His Book 
of Life. 

Now that responsibility—no, re- 
sponsibility is such a harsh word— 
duty—that is just as harsh—that 
joyous privilege, that blessed op- 
portunity, that God-given chance— 
why, people, listen! If God were to 
come here and say, “I will make 
you the King of Great Britain, I 
will make you the President of 
the United States, I will get all the 
nations together and make you the 
super-dictator of them all,” I would 


say, “Lord, that is not what I 
want. I want to win souls for 
Christ.” I want to bring men, 


women, and children to a saving 
acceptance of the Son of God, be- 
cause in that way I can show my 
love, my appreciation to the Son 
of God more and better and clear- 
er than in any other practice, in 
any other program, in any other 
pursuit to which I might be able to 
give my life. 

The same things that drove Paul, 
the Apostle, to the depths of his 
sacrificial devotion, the same 
things that drove Paul, the Apos- 
tle, to the heights of his almost 
divine love for Christ, are our 
whips, our scourges, our spurs, our 
reins, driving us, constraining us, 
compelling us, insisting on our go- 
ing out in the name of the Lord 
and doing the same work for 
Christ in our day and time that 
Paul did in his day and time. 

Some years ago, in a town in 
Maine where my wife came from, a 
young man upon graduation from 
the Boston Technological Insti- 
tute was offered a job in a Bank in 
Boston by one of his mother’s old 
friends. He was to leave during 
the week. On Wednesday his 
mother came to his room as he 
was packing and said, “Son, they 
are showing a painting in the De- 
partment Store in town that I 


Over 12,000,000 Copies Published 


The five sets of Moody Library Books tabu- 
lated below are made up of choice titles, and are 
such as appeal to all ages in the home, the Sun- 
day school, and the young people’s society. 

Parents do well to provide such books for the 
family. Sunday school teachers, who have their 
classes for only one half-hour a week, should 
keep their pupils reading these books, as much 
as possible, during the remaining 223 waking 


acts, he is. 


tell you what you are, 


half-hours of each week, when they are likely 
to see and hear and read that which tends to 
defile the mind and destroy faith. 

It is of greatest importance that wholesome, 
Christian reading matter be placed in homes 
and schools and public institutions; for as one 
reads, he thinks; as he thinks, he acts; as he 
“Tell me what you read and I will 
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someone has well said. 


We offer these five (5) convenient, attractive sets of books at the low price of $1.65 a set, post- 
paid. Choose any ten, or you may have any one book for 20c. Carefully look over these lists: 


THE CHILDREN'S SET 


. The Little Shepherd (Wright) 
. Nobody Loves Me (Walton) 
. Rosa's Quest (Wright) 


. "Probable Sons” (LeFeuvre) 

. Missionary Penny (L.C.W.) 

. Little King Davie (Hellis) 

Christie's Old Organ (Walton) 

. The Life of David Livingston 
(Worchester) 

. Children of the Bible [Illustrat- 
ed) 

. Whiter Than Snow, and Little 
Dot (Walton) 
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THE BIBLE SET 


. Difficulties in the Bible (Torrey) 
2. Is the Bible the Word of God? (Scroggie) 
3. Bird's-Eye Bible Study (Patterson) 
. Our Bible, and How We Got It (Leach) 
. Methods of Bible Study (Thomas) 


Men of the Bible (Moody) 
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(Torrey) 


8. Portraits of Christ in John's Gospel (Laird 
9. Pleasure and Profit in Bible Study (Moody 
10. Bible Problems Explained (Gray) 
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. Practical and Perplexing Questions Answered * 


THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S SET 


|. Light on Life's Duties (Meyer) 

2. First Words to Young Christians 
( Boyd) 

3. Popular Amusements 
Christian Life (Sinks) 

4. God's Picked Young Men (Pas- 


and the 


ma). 

5. Thinking With God (Camp) 

6. The Romance of a Doctor's Vis- 
its (Wilson) 5 

7. The Christian: His Creed and 
Conduct (Evans) 

8. Phil Tyler's Opportunity (Burn- 
ham 

9. Competing Artists (Palmer) 

10. By Ways Appointed (Dingman) 
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THE GOSPEL SET 


. The Way To God (Moody) 

. Life in a Look (Baldwin) 

. Sowing and Reaping (Moody 
"Charge That to My Account” 

. Calvary's Cross (Talmage, et al) 
. The Way Home (Moody) 

A Sure Remedy (Wilson) 

. All of Grace (Spurgeon) 

. Moody's Latest Sermons (Moody) 


. The Living Christ (Houghton) 


THE CHRISTIAN LIFE SET 


|. Absolute’ Surrender (Murray) 

2. How to Pray (Torrey) 

3. New Life in Christ Jesus (Sco- 
field) 

. The Overcoming Life (Moody) 

5. Full Assurance (lronside) 

6. The Christian Life and How to 
Live It (Thomas) 

7. Deliverance from the Penalty 
and Power of Sin (Palmer) 

8. Secret of Guidance (Meyer) 

?. en in a Doctor's Life (Wil- 
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10. Spirit- Filled Life (MacNeil) 
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want you to go and see.” 

He said, “Mamma, I am so busy 
packing; I have an engagement to- 
day for tea; and then there is a 
party tonight; and I am leaving 
tomorrow. I have no time for pic- 
tures.” 

She reached up, pulled him down, 
kissed him, and said, “Son, by this 
time tomorrow you will be so far 
away I won’t be able to ask you 
any more favors. Please do this 
for me.” 

He said, “When you ask like 
that, I have to do it.” 

He went into the Department 
Store. The painting was on the 
fifth floor. They showed him the 
room. The door was closed. He 
knocked on the door again and 
again. Finally he pushed the door 
open, took a few steps in, and 
walked out. There was somebody 
kneeling in prayer in that room. 
He knocked again and looked in. 
That somebody was still praying. 
By that time fifteen or twenty 
minutes had passed. He pushed the 
door open, made a noise with his 
feet, cleared his throat, fumbled 
with the newspaper in his hand, 
but the man was still praying. He 
was going to touch the man on his 
shoulder and arouse him and ask 
for the painting, when lo, and be- 
hold, it was the painting. The 
kneeling figure was the portrait. 
It was so beautifully displayed, so 
artistically lighted up, that it 
looked for all the world like a 
living, breathing man in prayer. 
Nobody. came into that room. He 
took off his hat and held it in his 
hand. He began to cry and after 


a while walked backwards out of | 


the room and closed the door. All 
that afternoon and night he 
thought about that picture. He 
didn’t enjoy himself at that party 
and didn’t get much sleep. 


The next morning at the break- | 


fast table he spoke to his mother. 
“IT don’t have to be in Boston un- 


til Monday. I don’t have to leave | 


until Saturday. Mamma, will you 


go with me and see that picture?’’. 
They went to town and walked | 


into the Department Store room. 
The mother stood on one side of 
the painting and he on the other. 
The pathos, the concern, the anx- 
iety of that kneeling form again 
moved his heart. This time the 
boy bowed his head and sobbed 
like a broken-hearted child. The 
mother didn’t know what was pass- 
ing in her boy’s heart but she 
knew there was a storm there. 
After while he looked up and said, 
“Mamma, why is that man’s form 
so sad, and his face so sorrowful, 
and his hands so pleading ?”’ 

“Son, I don’t know,” she said, 
“but this is Jesus praying in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Son, He is 
thinking about the cross on the 
morrow and is praying that God 
might give Him the grace to die 
like a man, not like a coward. Son, 
He is thinking of all those genera- 
tions of men, women, and children | 
who are to come, who will need | 
to know the story of that cross, 
and is praying that God might 
raise up in every city, country, | 
climate, nation; men, women, even | 
children, who will give themselves 
to the telling of the story of that 

The boy bowed fis head and 
wept again. Then he looked up, 
clasped his hands and, looking in- 
to the face of that picture, said, 
“Blessed Master, if there is any- 
thing that you have left undone 
that I can do, count on me.” 

I wonder how many of you are 
willing to say that? By the mem- 
ory of that broken body and shed 
blood on Calvary, by the memory 
of those hours of agony, how many 
of you will say that right now? 
Did you ever wake up in the mid- 
die of the night and find yourself 
standing facing that cross? Have 
you ever found yourself thinking of 
all it cost Jesus? Have you ever 
thought of the nails in His hands, 
the nails in His feet, the crown of 
thorns on His forehead, that blaz- 
ing sun on His unprotected head? 
Have you ever considered the sins 
of every man, woman, and child in 
the world crushing His heart with 
their killing load? He did that for 
you’ and for me. I wonder if you 
can say to this Jesus now, “Lord, 
the love of Christ does constrain 
me, and if there is anything you 
have left undone here where I live, 
that I can do, to the best of my 
power and ability you can count 
on me. I am going to do it.” 

(Used by permission from the 
book of revival sermons, Ye Must 
Be Born Again, published by Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. This 
book of ten messages, $1.00, post- 
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Lukewarm About 


Sacrifice and Prayer 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


is ahead, remember candidates for 
office and remember and talk about 
thousands of events discussed in 
the daily newspapers. The simple 
truth is that Christians do not 
read the Bible because they do not 
love it, do not read it with a pas- 
sionate fervor. A Christian will 
read a chapter in the Bible as a 
matter of duty and then read 
through the entire daily newspa- 
per, equal in volume to a book or 
two or three in the Bible. They 
read the Bible asa respectable duty 
and read the newspaper because 
they enjoy it and love it. Luke- 
warm church members read a few 
verses in the Bible as Sunday 
School lessons and then sit up until 
midnight reading a favorite novel. 
The sad truth is that we have no 
heart for the Bible. We do not love 
it, we do not search it, We do not 
meditate in it day and night, it is 
not to us “sweeter also than honey 
and the honeycomb,” as it was to 
David. Surely nothing could show 
our backslidden state quicker than 
our attitude toward the Bible. 
Prosperity and success in every- 
thing we say and do is promised 
to one who meditates day and night 
in the Word of God and does not 
depart from its teachings (Psa. 1: 
1-3; Josh. 1:8). Yet people read 
the Bible as a drudgery or not at 
all. The entire Bible can be read 


through in about ten months at 
four chapters a day or in a year 
by reading three chapters on week 
days and five chapters on Sunday. 
| Yet we are more interested in our 
letters, more interested in the daily 
_papers, more interested in the 
comics, more interested in idle 
chatter and gossip than we are in 
the Word of God. Surely God is 
grieved and angry with us for this 
criminal and inexcusable indiffer- 
ence toward the holy Word of God! 


The Hypocrisy of Cold Hearted 
Praying 

In the Capitol Hotel in Amarillo, 
|'Texas, some years ago, a small 
‘group of preachers talked and 
prayed at 11:00 o’clock at night. 
The telephone rang and a man 
with deep concern asked if he could 
come to our room for prayer. When 
he came in his lounging robe and 
pajamas, we found he had been 
drinking. He said, “I know I am 
drunk and I do not have my clothes 
on, but I am lost and I must have 
somebody to pray. My wife has 
quit me, I have tried to commit 
suicide, but I am afraid to die.” 

Then he told us, “I know lots 
of preachers. My grandfather was 
a preacher. I know Dr. So and 
So and Dr. So and. So (and he 
/named a group of * prominent 
| preachers), but I cannot ask them 
_to pray because I am afraid they 
do not mean it,” he said. 

Do Christians “mean it” when 
they pray? Evidently most of us 
do not. We have a lame kind of 
praying these days. We have 
prayer without fasting, prayer 
without supplication, prayer with- 
out tears. Most Christians never 
prayed all night nor all day. Most 
Christians never missed a meal 


to pray nor missed a day’s work. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Strong, willing — will con- 
sider day work of any kind. 
Have dependents. 

Call MRS. JESSIE DAY, 2-1328, 
or see her at 
1816 North St. Paul 


— Introducing — 


ORAL-TONE 
The New Tooth Powder 


For Pyorrhea, Tender Gums, 
Sensitive Teeth, Whitens 
Teeth, Destroys Odor, 
Freshens the Mouth 


— PRICE $1.00 — 
Two large cans for the price 
of one, during this campaign. 

By mail or local messenger 


433 W. Jefferson 9-3567 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 
We are skeptics about prayer. 


4 sage few Christians expect God 


heal the sick in answer to 
yer. When I have suggested 
t we pray for rain in a time 
of drouth, church members and 
even preachers have hooted at the 
idea of prayer changing such 
things and have been openly 


4 amazed when God did answer such 


prayers! We count more on “pull” 
than on prayer to get jobs. We 
call the doctor before we do the 
Lord when one is sick. A dear lady 
in my church once said to me, 
“Brother Rice, I believe in prayer, 
too. If I ever get sick and the 
doctors fail, I am going to send 
for you to pray for me.” That is 
the way most other Christians do. 
They pray only after doctors fail! 


We spend very littie time in 
prayer. The average Christian 
does not spend three minutes a day 
in seeking God’s face. Those who 
do pray, pray more or less as a 
form. Once we started returning 
thanks at the table, our grateful 
hearts looking up to God. Long 


ago the gratitude was forgotten 
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but we still maintain the form of 
prayer and we say the same words 
with our heart elsewhere. Or 
worse, many left off even the form 
of prayer. 

New Testament Christians fast- 
ed and prayed. The disciples fast- 
ed before Pentecost, for Jesus said 
that “when the Bridegroom is 
taken away then shall my disciples 
fast.” The group of earnest Chris- 
tians at Antioch fasted and prayed 
before they sent Paul and Barna- 
bas away. In fact it is said that 
they fasted and prayed twice 
(Acts 13:1-4). The Apostle Paul 
was “In fastings often” (II Cor. 
11:27). Jesus seated by the well 
of Samaria did not eat for He had 
meat to eat that the disciples 
knew not of. Even the Pharisees 
fasted, but fasting is out of date 
with modern Christians. We pray 
without fasting, we give without 
sacrifice, we witness without tears, 
and God knows we sow without 
reaping, we come in without 
sheaves! 

Where is one like Samuel who 
cried unto the Lord all night? 
How many like Welch wrestled on 
the floor through the night in 
prayer, saying to his wife, “Leave 
me alone, woman. I am account- 
able for some two thousand souls, 
and I know not how it is with 
many of them this night”? How 
many Christians are there who 
know anything about the labors in 
prayer that Praying Hyde of India 
endured? Or where is one who 
prays like John Knox, “O God, 
give me Scotland, or I die’? Who 
these days prays like Luther, three 
hours a day? Our prayer is a 
mockery, an insincere joke. We 
feel no need to seek God. We are 
“rich and increased with goods.” 

Bible teachers go to elaborate 
pains to discourage Christians 
from praying for Holy Spirit pow- 
er. “No, no,” they say, “We al- 
ready have the Holy Spirit, and 
why should we pray?’ In fact, 
the devil has always somebody to 
discourage prayer. Why not just 
believe and go ahead without 
prayer? And besides, the devil al- 
ways has somebody to say, “Does 
not God know better than we what 
we need? Would a little puny man 
be able to change the mind of an 
infinite God?” And the best Bible 
students find a hundred reasons in 
the Bible why our prayers cannot 
be answered unless we meet many 
complicated conditions. We do not 
love prayer, we spend little time 
in prayer, we do not expect bless- 
ings in prayer. No wonder the 
Lord Jesus counts our weak pray- 
ing, half-hearted, insincere, dry- 
eyed praying as an abomination! 
May God deliver us from lukewarm 
praying ! 

A Bogus Christianity, Without 

Sacrifice, Without Martyrdom, 

- Without Fanaticism 


How often have we heard it said 
that God does not now want people 
to die for Him but only that people 
should live for Him. But I warn 
you there is no authority in the 
Word of God for that statement. 
How do you know that God does 
not want martyrs to die for Him 
now and the gospel just as much 
as He wanted Stephen and Peter 
and Paul and James and many 
others to die for Him? He wanted 
John and Bettye Stam to die as 
martyrs in China, two or three 
years ago. Do you think this 
wicked world has changed and got- 
ten so nice that it will no longer 
oppose the gospel? Do you be- 
lieve that men’s wicked hearts are 
now all reformed and that there is 
nowhere anyone who would take 
the life of a true witness of Jesus 
Christ? Then you surely are de- 
ceived. Men’s wicked hearts are as 
bad as ever they were. Some men 
are demon possessed now as defi- 
nitely as some were in Bible times, 
and the Lord Jesus desires the 
same love and whole-hearted sur- 


render now as ever before. In fact, 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


the command of Jesus, “If any 
man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23), 
is a clear command that every 
Christian should be ready to die. 
To deny self in this case would 
mean like Jesus went before 
Pontius Pilate and surrendered 
Himself to condemnation and 
death. To take up the cross would 
mean like Jesus headed out toward 
Calvary with His face set like a 
flint toward death. Paul said, “I 
die daily” (I Cor. 15:31). He cer- 
tainly meant beyond any doubt 
that he was ready to die, willing 
to die, and that daily he surren- 
dered anew to die. He counted 
not his life dear to himself. Why 
should we be-less fully surrendered 
less willing to sacrifice self? I say 
to you that if you want to die for 
Christ today, today is as good a 
time as any in the history of the 
world. In Russia thousands have 
died just for being true to Christ. 
Murdered by firing squads in the 
night, sent to frozen Siberia and 
starved, condemned to death by 
withdrawing bread cards — how 
many, many saints of God in Rus- 
sia thus went home to Glory to 
meet the Saviour joyfully! And 
you could well do the same. 


As John and Bettye Stam died 
in China, so you might well die 
there today. If you would really 
like to die for Jesus Christ, there 
is no doubt that many a com- 
munist, or for that matter Japan- 
ese authorities, would cooperate 
with you, provided you were bold 
for Jesus Christ. 


Or in Germany where Martin 
Neimoeller languishes today in 
prison as a preacher of the gos- 
pel, some have died and others 
could well die today. Certainly 
some are in prison and anyone 
could be who would stand boldly 
for the Bible and for soul winning 
and for Christ. 

People talk about certain mis- 
sion fields being “closed.” They are 
only closed in the sense that Jeru- 
salem was closed to Paul, in the 
sense that it was closed to James 
and Stephen. That is, there was 
danger there, but they preached 
the gospel nevertheless. Mission 
fields today may be “closed” 
missionaries, just as Rome was 
closed to Paul, but Paul went to 
Rome and died gladly by the ex- 
ecutioner’s axe. Fields are “closed.”’ 
Are they closed because there is 
no need for the gospel? Closed 
because Christ does not have any 
work to do there? Are the fields 
closed because God does not love 
the sinners there and want them 
saved? Or are they closed simply 
because there is no one who is 
willing to face danger for Christ? 
As to that only God can speak to 
each individual and give orders. I 
am simply saying that men can 
die for Jesus Christ now if they 
are New Testament kind of Chris- 
tians. 

But you need not leave America 
if you. want to suffer for Christ. 
No doubt in the Jewish quarter of 
Chicago one who preached like 
Stephen would be stoned to death 
like Stephen. No doubt in many 
parts of the nation, imprisonment, 
abuse by a mob, and even death 
would be the reapings if we were 
true to God. Do you suppose if 
men preached as they ought to 
against the liquor traffic that no 
one would object? Do you sup- 
pose that sinners everywhere would 
be unconcerned if men of God 
were filled with the Holy Ghost 
and absolutely careless of personal 
danger were to oppose sin and to 
preach to sinners? 


Die for Christ di@ you say? How 
will a man die for Christ who will 
not lose ten cents for Him? How 
will a woman die for Christ who 
will not give up her face paint or 
movies for Christ? We who were 
never insulted as Christians, we 
who never were spit upon, never 
had a rotten egg hurled at us, how 
can we talk about dying for 
Christ ? 

We modern, lukewarm Chris- 
tians would not even give up a 
friend for Jesus Christ. How then 


would we be nerved to stand with | 
the flames licking about us and 


sing hymns and rejoice? You 
would not risk a harsh word even 
by speaking to a stranger about 
Christ. You would not risk your 
job by being the right kind of a 
Christian at work. Perhaps you 
would not even risk God with a 
tithe of your income — then how 
can you talk about dying for 
Christ ? 

The sad truth is that we luke- 


warm Christians know nothing 
about sacrifice. Many of us are not 
fit to die. We are not the stuff 
that men tie to stakes. We are 
not made of material that men 
light fagots under. Sinners throw 
no stones at our kind of Christians. 
Many of us never lost a night’s 
sleep nor missed a meal nor gave 
up a friend. How would we feel 
along side of New ‘Testament 
Christians? How would modern 
Christians act if we were thrown 
to the lions, or if we were stoned 
like Paul, and dragged out of the 
city like a horse and left for dead? 
How would we take the spoiling 
of our goods? How would we look 
clothed in sheep skins and goat 
skins and hiding in the caves of the 
earth? Would our faces shine like 
Stephen’s as we prayed for our 
enemies? Could we cry as an 
ancient martyr did to the martyr 
beside him as the flames began to 
lick up about them, “Be of good 
cheer, Ridley! This day we shall 
light a fire that shall light all 
England!” What has gone with 
our love for Christ and spirit of 
sacrifice ? 


We are not cold and we are not 
hot. We love God but with no 
fervor. We pray, but with no pas- 
sion. We give, but with no sacri- 
fice. We testify, but without pow- 


er. We sow without tears! We 
make Christ vomit with our luke- 
warm Christianity. 
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BY DR. JOHN R. RICE 


“Well, 


in this pamphlet of 117 pages one 


speaks ‘who without doubt does know from 


personal experience and 


investigation. The 


pamphlet does not read as if it came from 

the pen of a biased writer. He frankly recog- 

. nizes the fact that moving pictures are not 

in themselves bad, and that in what the the- 

aters present there is a difference between the vile and corrupt- 

-ing and that which is less out of line with proper moral stand- 
ards.’’ — The Banner, Dec. 15. 1938. 


“In preparing a sermon on the sins of the movies, the author 


was amazed at the information 


that came to hand showing the 


shocking and wicked influence of one of the greatest educational 
forces of modern times. Not only in the violence.and vulgarity 
of the movie program disclosed, but the environment of its 


actors, the greed: and notoriety 


of its producers, and the crim- 


inal school of its productions are set forth, facts which cannot 
be refuted. The final chapter on “WHAT YOU SHOULD DO 
ABOUT MOVIES” is one which all Christians should read and 


carefully ponder.” — Moody Monthly, Dec., 
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President of the Chicago Christian Business Men's Committee 
and the International Business Men's Committee 


Pay-Day — Some Day was not written by a preacher but by a 
shoe man, a Christian layman on fire for God. He was invited 
to the governor’s mansion in Austin, Texas, and there he put his 
arms around the governor and prayed for him. Two preachers 
have been converted under the ministry of this remarkable lay- 
man! The book is written in the breezy, straight-forward, hard- 
hitting style of an aggressive business man, out and out for God, 

One-half of the book is made up of SKETCHES FROM LIFE, 
a series of remarkable incidents in the life of this man of God — 
how he came as an immigrant boy to America from Sweden, 


later was put back in charge of the whole store, specially illumi- 
nating experiences in personal soul winning, of a trip back home 
to Sweden, etc. The other half of the book, MESSAGES FROM 
THE SCRIPTURES, will do your heart good. 

Get one for Christian business men. Active, busy men that you 
would not think would be interested in religion, will “eat up’’ this 
book with real joy. I loaned a copy to a Christian business man 


and he had all his friends reading it with remarkable effect in 


a few days. 
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